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DASCHLE or his designee, rather than
Senator KENNEDY.

Mr. WARNER. I thank the distin-
guished Senator. Yesterday I believe
the Senator brought that to my atten-
tion and we failed to record it. My
statement is so amended by the distin-
guished Senator from Nevada.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, on behalf of
Senator CONRAD, I ask unanimous con-
sent, under rule VI, paragraph 2, he be
permitted to be absent from the service
of the Senate today, Thursday, June 8.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I pro-
pose to my ranking member that as
soon as we conclude our opening re-
marks, the Senate then recognize the
junior Senator from Massachusetts for
a period of 1 hour; is that correct?

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, my two
colleagues, the Senator from Con-
necticut and the Senator from Rhode
Island would like to take a moment to
acknowledge our distinguished visiting
Chaplain this morning. If they could
just have a moment to do that.

Mr. WARNER. I am delighted to ac-
commodate them in that fashion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

f

GREETINGS TO REV. PHILIP A.
SMITH

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I am de-
lighted to welcome Father Philip
Smith, the president of Providence Col-
lege, our guest Chaplain.

Providence College is an extraor-
dinary institution in my home State of
Rhode Island. It is a place where many
of my neighbors and friends have been
educated. More than that, it has been a
source of strength, purpose, and inspi-
ration for the whole community. Fa-
ther Smith is the 11th president of
Providence College and has been a
paramount leader both for his institu-
tion and for the State of Rhode Island.

Providence College is a Dominican
college, a college committed to not
only developing the minds but the
character of its students. Its leader is a
theologian, a scholar, and a leader in
his own right. His leadership is not
simply intellectual; he is a leader of in-
tegrity and of commitment.

Rhode Island is proud of Providence
College, and particularly proud of the
president of Providence College, Rev.
Philip Smith. It was an honor to have
him in the Chamber today to lead us in
prayer. I thank him and I commend
him. I wish him well.

I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Connecticut.
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, at this

juncture I ought to ask to associate
myself with the remarks of the distin-
guished Senator from Rhode Island. He
has spoken eloquently about Father
Philip Smith and his wonderful leader-
ship at Providence College.

I am honored to be a graduate of
Providence, as was my father. I have
fond memories of my years there, as
my father did in his undergraduate
days.

Father Smith led this institution
most admirably during his tenure. We
are delighted and honored he is per-
forming the duties of assistant chap-
lain here today. I commend him for his
opening prayer.

The Dominican priests are known as
the order of preachers, Mr. President.
Certainly Father Smith eloquently dis-
played that historic reputation of the
Dominican order. The lives of the stu-
dents who have attended Providence
College have been so admirably altered
as a result of the education of this
wonderful institution. I know they join
me in expressing our gratitude, not
only to Father Smith but the faculty
and administrator and others over the
years who provided literally thousands
of students and families with a wonder-
ful educational opportunity in liberal
arts, medicine and health, a very di-
verse academic curricula that is of-
fered at Providence College. But also
as my colleague from Rhode Island has
adequately and appropriately identi-
fied, it is the spiritual leadership as
well which we appreciate immensely.

It is truly an honor to welcome Fa-
ther Smith to this Chamber, to thank
him for his words, and to wish him and
the entire family of Providence College
the very best in the years to come.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia.

f

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2001—Continued
Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, for the

information of the Senate, I would like
to pose a unanimous consent request
with regard to the sequencing of speak-
ers.

We have the distinguished Senator
from Massachusetts who has, under a
previous order, 1 hour. I suggest he be
the first and lead off this morning, fol-
lowed by the distinguished Senator
from Maine, the chair of the Senate
Seapower Subcommittee, and that
would be for a period of 30 minutes
thereafter. Following that, the distin-
guished ranking member and I have
some 30 cleared amendments which we
will offer to the Senate following these
two sets of remarks.

Then Senator SMITH; as soon as I can
reach him, I will sequence him in.

I just inform the Senate I will be
seeking recognition to offer an amend-
ment on behalf of Senator DODD and
myself, and I will acquaint the ranking
member with the text of that amend-
ment shortly.

Just for the moment, the unanimous
consent request is the Senator from
Massachusetts, followed by the Senator
from Maine followed by a period of
time, probably not to exceed 30 min-
utes, for the ranking member and my-
self to deal with some 30-odd amend-
ments.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? The Senator from Michigan.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I would
add the following: It is my under-
standing of the unanimous consent
agreement that recognition of the
speakers who are listed here with a
fixed period of time, including Senator
KERRY, Senator SMITH, Senator SNOWE,
and Senator INHOFE, is solely for the
purpose of debate and not for the pur-
pose of offering an amendment. Is the
Senator correct?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is
correct.

Mr. LEVIN. I thank the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

objection, it is so ordered.
Mr. WARNER. I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

BUNNING). The Senator from Massachu-
setts.

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I thank
the chairman and ranking member for
their courtesy and I appreciate the
time of the Senate to be able to discuss
an issue of extraordinary importance.
It is an issue that is contained in this
bill. It is a line item in this bill of
some $85 million with respect to the
issue of national missile defense.

President Clinton has just returned
from his first meeting with the new
Russian President, Vladimir Putin, and
arms control dominated their agenda,
in particular, the plan of the United
States to deploy a limited national de-
fense system, which would require
amending the 1972 ABM Treaty. Russia
is still strongly opposed to changing
that treaty, and I think we can all ex-
pect this will continue to be an issue of
great discussion between the United
States and Russia in the months and
possibly years to come.

As I said, in the Senate today, this
defense bill authorizes funding for the
construction of the national missile de-
fense initial deployment facilities. Re-
gretfully, we do not always have the
time in the Senate to lay out policy
considerations in a thorough, quiet,
and thoughtful way, and I will try to
do that this morning. The question of
whether, when, and how the United
States should deploy a defense against
ballistic missiles is, in fact, complex—
tremendously complex. I want to take
some time today to walk through the
issues that are involved in that debate
and to lay bare the implications it will
have for the national security of the
United States.

No American leader can dismiss an
idea that might protect American citi-
zens from a legitimate threat. If there
is a real potential of a rogue nation, as
we call them, firing a few missiles at
any city in the United States, respon-
sible leadership requires that we make
our best, most thoughtful efforts to de-
fend against that threat. The same is
true of the potential threat of acci-
dental launch. If ever either of these
things happened, no leader could ex-
plain away not having chosen to defend
against such a disaster when doing so
made sense.
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